Implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) and Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) in transitional and coastal waters in Romania.
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Main results of the project:

1. An outline strategy for the Romanian Coastal Zone.
2. National stocktaking: analyses of the main actors, laws and institutions that influence the planning and management of the Romanian coastal zone.

This analysis covers:
2.1 All administrative levels;
2.2 The sectors agriculture, industry & mining, tourism & recreation, fisheries, infrastructure & transport, seen from the point of view of spatial and land use planning, water resources- and solid waste management, coastal protection;

2.3 Analyses existing institutional framework and existing legislation and presents recommendations for institutional and legislative reform;
2.4 Recommends on mix of instruments for ICZM
2.5 Recommends sources of (durable) financing

2.6 Formulates an exit strategy (recommended follow up steps after project completion).

3. Improved knowledge and skills developed on ICZM of 

4. Increased awareness on the need for ICZM, especially at local and regional level (Government and non-government agencies represented in ICZM Working Group, DADL, NIMRD).

Main reports of the project (to date):
1. Technical Report 1: Report on Coastal Protection

Containing:

(A) overall assessment of coastal erosion problems (entire Romanian coast);

(B) recommendations for coastal protection measures (entire Romanian coast);
(C) priority measures;

(D) cost estimates for priority measures

(E) recommendations follow-up steps

2. Technical Report 2: Institutional Arrangements for ICZM in Romania

Containing: 2.1 up to 2.6 (mentioned under main results above)

3. Towards the State of the Coastal Zone; 1st Strategy Workshop Report
4. Towards a Vision for the Coastal Zone; 2nd Strategy Workshop Report

Main reports of the project (forthcoming):

1. Towards Strategic Issues and Overall Measures; 3rd Strategy Workshop Report

2. Outline Strategy for the Romanian Coastal Zone

3. Project Completion Report.
The most important product of the project will be the outline strategy for the Romanian coastal zone.

This will be a policy document describing the current situation in the Romanian coastal zone (main issues and threats) and formulating the direction in which developments in the coastal zone have to go on the basis of long-term policy goals to reach the desired future state of the coastal zone. The strategy will also formulate what kind of overall measures need to be taken to ascertain that developments are going into the direction of the desired future state of the coastal zone.

The outline strategy is thus a long-term policy document that should function as a “reference framework”, as a “guidance”, to be used, especially by the local and regional government agencies, to transfer the relevant elements of this strategy into their own medium-term policies and plans. Local and regional government agencies should thereby make use of their existing mandate (legally defined tasks and responsibilities) and instruments (policies, plans, planning instruments, regulation and enforcement, financing sources). In cases where (i) the national interests are clearly at stake, or (ii) where certain measures are perceived to be very important and the local/regional governments lacking sufficient financing means, the central government also comes in and should central government funds (treasury, donor funds, borrowing) also be employed.

Examples are for instance (a) land-use in the coastal zone; n other words, “the potential struggle for the same space” e.g. between land use for tourism development and land-use for urbanization. Another example is (b) the protection of natural habitats (Danube Delta Biosphere) and the desired objective of eco-tourism development in that area.
One of the follow up steps needed is technical assistance to the relevant local and regional governments in the coastal zone to translate (elements of) the outline strategy into their medium-term policies/plans in a coordinated and integrated manner and identify sources of financing for implementation (graphically displayed in figure 1 below)
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